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On July 28, the human rights office of the Catholic archdiocese in Guatemala City released a report
which asserts that the "tradition of political terror" and "structural violence" have continued in
Guatemala since President Jorge Serrano took office 18 months ago. The report called on Serrano to
"assume responsibility once and for all" for the "violent repression" prevailing in the country and
for the "selective psychological repression" exerted against certain dissident sectors in the country.
According to the report, "violence has been the method of choice for responding to the demands
of different sectors and of the poorest and most vulnerable in particular, such as campesinos and
the indian population." Highlights from the report are summarized below: * Social and political
deterioration in the country has "gone hand in hand" with "an increase in repression." * The
government has shown "intolerance towards expressions of social discontent," responding with
violence and branding all those who have expressed discontent as "destabilizers," "political wings
of the insurgency," or victims of "manipulation." * Government authorities show "disrespect
and contempt for popular sectors and intolerance towards the free play of ideas." * In the first six
months of 1992, at least 190 extrajudicial executions and 209 murders took place. Among the victims
were 15 university professors and two students. In addition, there were 37 reports of attempted
execution, three forced disappearances, 30 cases of threats and intimidation, and one case of torture.
In total, there were 470 recorded cases of human rights violations, compared to 578 during the same
period last year. * Members of the army and security forces continue to act with impunity. (Sources:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 07/28/92)
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